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In large type and in very simple language, this 
pamphlet informs parents about the provisions of Public Law 94-142. 
It states that children with handicaps can go to public school with 
other children, that the school must give the special help that 
children with handicaps need to learn in school, and that the special 
help is called special education. It provides a sample letter that 
parents can use in asking the schoo] to assess the child for special 
education placement and a sample letter asking the school for a due 
process hearing. It shows an example ot a form granting patental 
permission for psychological evaluation, an Individualized Education 
Plan (IEP) form, and a form indicating the parents' consent to have 
the child placed in a special education program. The pamphlet briefly 
outlines what is included in an IEP and describes the parents' role 
and rights during the placement process. (JDD) 
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SPECIAL 
CHILDREN 



TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC). H 



Public Law 94-142 is a Law 
to help all children 

with handicaps 
in the United States, 



r 




Public Law 94-142 says: 

■ Children with handicaps can 
go to public school with 
other children. 



■ The school must give the 
special help that children 
with handicaps need to 
learn in school. 

« This special help is called 
special education. 
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The law tells the school to help 
your child with special needs, 

This special help is free, 



Some children do not learn 
as fast as others. 




They may not be able to read, 
or write or work with 
numbers as well as other 
children, 



Some children may not get 
along with others. 

Some children may act up 
in school, 

They may get into trouble 
in school, 
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No two children learn alike. 

No two children have the 
same needs. 



Some children need extra 
help to learn. 

Some children who need 
special help to learn 
may be handicapped. 




Public Law 94-142 (PL94-142) 

says: 



■ Children with handicaps can 
go to public school with other 
children. 

■ The school must give the spe- 
cial help that children with 
handicaps need to learn in 
school. 

■ That special help is called 
special education. 
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PL 94-142 tells the school to find 
young children with handicaps 
who need special help. 

Call the public school closest 
to you if you think your child 
will need special help to 
learn in school. 



li 



Ask the school to test 
your child. 

Use a letter like the one below 
to ask the school to test 
your child. 

Keep a copy of your letter. 



Date . 

Name o f P r i n c 1 pa 1 
Child 1 s School 
Street. 

City/State/Zip 

Dear Mr. /Ms. : 

My child , whose birth date is 

goes to your school. He/She ij, not; doing well. 

I would like to have my child tested to see if he/ 
she needs special, help. 

Thank you. 



Sircerely Yours, 
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You must sign a form before 
the school can test your child. 
The form will look something 
like the one below. 

i 

Request For Parental Permlssloa For Psychological Evaluation 
And Record of Informal Conference With Principal 



Dear Parent or Guardian: 



Because the professional staff of tht building your daughter/son — . 

— . ii attending feels that a psychological •valuation is 

needed, and that th evaluation mav rtault in recommendations for a change of educational pro- 
gram!, possibly for a ipacialiitd program, the XX School Din trict wante to appriee you o i the righu 
you and your eon/daughter have. 



1. You are to have been made aware of the need and reaeon to have your 
daughter/eon evaluated in a conference with the principal. 

2. You have the right to review all data in your eon/daugh. er'e cumulative 
folder. 

3. You have a right to know that the types of teete to be ueed may include 
individual intelligence, achievement, eye-hand coordination, interest, apti- 
tude, pereonality, and any othere that the peychologiet may deem neceeeary to 
complete a thorough evaluation. If you deaire, you will have an opportunity to 
meet with the peychologiet prior to the referral and proposed evaluation. 

4. You have a right not to content to the evaluation, but when you are aeked to 
content to a paych logical evaluation, it it only done after coneiderable deli b* 
•ration by the staff for the benefit of your daughter/eon. 

5. It U to be understood that the information obtained, the conclueione reached, 
and the rocommendatione made by the echool peychologiet eh ail be explained 
to you, shall be confidential, and shall not be raleaeed to any person outside 
the echool district without your written permission. No change will be made in 
your eon'e/daughtar 'e education program without your written permission, 
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If the tests show that your 
child needs help, 
the school will tell you, 




If the tests do not show that 
your child needs special help, 
and you still think your child 
needs special help, you 
can ask for more tests, 
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You may use a letter like this 
to ask for other tests, 
Keep a copy of this letter, 



Date 



Name of Principal 
Child 1 s School 
St ree _ 

City/State/Zip 

Dear Mr , /Ms . j 

My child , whose birth date is , 

was tested to see if he needed special education, 

The tests did not show that rny child needs special 
help, 

T do not aqree, T know that, my child has a learning 
problem. I want my child tested acjain, 

Thank you, 




Si ncoroly Yours, 



ERIC 
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If your child does need Special 
Education, 
a special plan called an 

Individualized Education 
Plan, 

will be written. 



This is called an IEP. 

Parents can help write the IEP. 

The school must ask you to 
the IEP mee+ing. 
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Individualized 

Education 

Plan 



You can tell the school what 
special help you think your 
child needs. An IEP will look 
something like this: 





STUDENT 


NAME 


Page of 




SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONAL MEDIA 
AND MATERIALS TO BE 
PROVIDED (AS REQUIRED) 


EVALUATION OF SHORT-TERM 


N STRUCT I0NAL OBJECTIVES 


SHORT-TERM OBJECTIVES 


Tests, Materials, Methods 
Evaluation Procedures, 
to bo used 


Date ObJ, 

to be 
Accompl Ished 


Criteria of 

Successful 

Performance 



ANNUAL GOAL 




ANNUAL GOAL 



EHA-B 6b 
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Your child may need specially 
trained people to work with 
him in school. 




Your child may need to ride on 
a special bus to school and 
back to your house. 



16 



Your child may need special 
things to go to school. 




The IEP should teU what help 
your child needs to learn in 
school and how the school 
will give this help. 



All the special help in the IEP 
will be free. 



The IEP will tell you the things 
your child should learn 
during the year. 
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If you want the IEP to say more, 
or if you would like changes in 
the IEP, tell the school. 



Date. 

Name of Principal 
Child's School 
St reet 

City/State/Zip 

Dear Mr , /Ms . : 



My child , whose birth date is 



has not been doing well in school. I would like to 
meet with you to talk about his/her IEP • 

I can meet with you on the following days, 



, and , between the hours of 



and 



Please contact mo to schedule a meeting. You can 
reach me at your phon e # . Thank you, 



Sincerely Yours, 



your signature 




You may use a letter like this to 
ask for changes in the IEP. 
Keep a copy of this letter. 
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You and the people at the 
school can talk about a 
class for your child. 
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Your child may be with other 

children who are not 
handicapped or in a special 
class only for children who 
have handicaps. 




You must sign a form before 
the school can place your 
child in a special education 
program. This form will look 
something like the one below: 



STUDCNT name 



SPCClflC SPECIAL EDUCATION TO BE PROVIDED, 
(I.D., E.M.R,, S.E.O,, GiMtd, «l Ct ) 


D*1« 


Anllclp*1td 
Ovrjt Ion 






RELATED SERVICES TD BE PROVIDED, 

(Tr«n»pori«1lon r Pftyftle*! 7M>r66y, Coun&tllng, tic.) 







CHECK THE PROGRAM T? BE PROVIDED ANO SUPPLY THE EXTENT D* PARTICIPATION, 
A, SPECIAL EDUCATION 



6. REGULAM EDUCATION 



PROGRAM 




EXTENT 6F 
PARTICIPATION 


SPECIAL EDUCATION 
DELIVERED IN 
REGULAR CLASS 






ITINERANT 






RESOURCE 






PART-T IME 






FULL T IK 






IN-HOME 






APPROVEO PRIVATE 
SCHOOL 







PROGRAM 




EXTENT Of 
PARTICIPATION 


ACADEMIC 










VOCATIONAL 








ART 






MUSIC 






PHYSICAL EDUCATION 







t * REGULAR EDUCATION 



Tolt! E»l«nt of Partlclp&lloft Ini SPECIAL EDUCATION 
TYPE Of PHYSICAL EDUCATION IN KMICM THE STUDENT WILL BE PARTICIPATING^ 
I p»r» ielf»»t«d in • muling 1o d*v«top progrA* Oft ihii dM«; 



_f • COMBINED TOTAL 




LOP 1 ES ; 



whitc • Pup i i 'a School r; it 

YELLOW " Parent or Gujrdlin 
PINK - T«#c»ver 
COLD ~ Other 

EHA*8 6d 



You must sign a form saying 
"YES" before the school can put 
your child in special education, 
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You may go to the school to 
see the special education 
class and watch your 
child work, or play. 
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If you still have strong feelings 
that your child's program is 
not helping, and. you believe 

more should be done, you can 
ask for a hearing. 




At a hearing, a person listens 
to your problems and to the 
school's and decides what is 
best for your child, 



24 

6 ( 



You may use a letter like this to 
ask the school for a hearing. 

Keep a copy of this letter. 



Date — 

Name of Principal 
Child's School 
Street 

City/State/Zip 
Dear Mr . /Ms . : 

My child , whose birth date is , 

is in teacher 's na me class. 

He/She is not doing well in school. I have met with 
the teacher many times, but I am not pleased with 
his/her IEP. 

I would like to have a hearing to see what special 
help my child may need. Thank You, 




C 
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Other parents can be very 
helpful to you, 

They can help you understand 
how special education 
works in your school. 





They can help you with 
advice on many things 

and 

you can talk to each other 
about ideas and feelings. 



ERIC 
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Public Law 94-112 
is a law to help youi child. 

If you need help to: 

■ get your child tested 

■ get special education for 
your child 

■ decide how to teach your 
child 

■ change the special 
education program your 
child is in . . . write or call: 

NICHCY 

Box 1492 
Washington, D.C. 20013 

(703) 893-6061 (voice and TDD) 
(800) 999-5599 Toll Free (recorded message) 
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